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Korean Tourism and Attractions
Peter Jang
Incheon Tourism Organization

Ⅰ Introduction to Korea
To be exact, the shortest distance between Korean and Chinese coasts is 200 kilometers and
from the southeastern tip of the peninsula, it is also 200 kilometers away to the nearest point on
the Japanese coast.
The Korean peninsula is roughly 1,030 km (612 miles) long and 175 km (105 miles) wide at
its narrowest point. The land area is 99,200 sq / km (38,301 square miles), and it has a population of 48.2 million people (2004). Because of its unique geographical location, this makes
Korea very viable piece of land and an international hub of Asia. The Korean peninsula is divided just slightly north of the 38th parallel. The democratic Republic of Korea in the south and
the communist government of North Korea are separated by a demilitarized zone.
There are about 3,000 islands belonging to Korea. The islands are located mostly off the west
and south coasts; only a handful of them lie off the East Sea. Ulleungdo, the largest island in
the East Sea, serves as a major fishery base as does Dokdo. Bigger islands include Jejudo - the
largest, Geojedo, Ganghwado, and Namhaedo.
Until the 11th century, the territory of Korea had encompassed
most of Manchuria but by the 15th century, due to repeated conflicts
with China, Koreans retreated southward and the Amnokgang and
Dumangang rivers became the permanent Sino-Korean border.
Mountain ranges have traditionally served as natural boundary
markers between regions. Because these natural boundaries inhibited
contacts between peoples living on either side of the range, subtle,
and sometimes substantial, regional differences developed in both the
spoken language and customs of the people. These regional distinctions also correspond to the
traditional administrative divisions set up during the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910).
The Korean Peninsula is divided into three distinct regions; Central, South and North. These
macro regions are divided into three separate geographical spheres, each of which shows particular economic, cultural and physical distinctiveness. In the Central region are the Seoul metropolitan area, Chungcheong and Gangwon provinces; in the South, Gyeongsang, Jeolla and
Jeju provinces; and in the North, Pyeongan, Hamgyeong and Hwanghae provinces. The term
“northern area” traditionally referred to those regions of Pyeongan and Hamgyeong provinces
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prior to the division of the peninsula in 1945. The “North” now refers to all the areas north of
the Demilitarized Zone, comprising Pyeongan, Hamgyeong, Hwanghae and the northern parts
of the Gyeonggi and Gangwon provinces.

Ⅱ Tourist Attractions by Regions
1. The Capital (Seoul) Area
Located along the Hangang River, Seoul has grown into a teeming metropolis with a population of more than 10 million. Over the years, the capital city of has greatly expanded in the
process of urbanization and industrialization and continues to grow as the thriving center of the
country’s political, economic, cultural and educational activities.

Southern Seoul

Cheonggyecheon

Teheran-road

Seoul is the world’s 10th-largest city. Its past and present coexist in a fascinating way; centuries-old palaces, city gates, shrines, gardens and priceless art collections attest to the city’s illustrious past, while the glistening facades of soaring skyscrapers and the bustling traffic represent its vibrant present.
The old city was encircled by four inner mountains and four outer mountains. Mt. Bugaksan
in the north, Mt. Naksan in the east, Mt. Inwangsan in the west, and Mt. Namsan in the south
are “the inner mountains” as they were originally inside the castle walls of the ancient capital
of the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910). The four outer mountains are Mt. Bukhansan in the north,
Mt. Yongmasan in the east, Mt. Deogyangsan in the west, and Mt. Gwanaksan in the south.
Each mountain has a unique beauty of its own while boasting natural scenic landscapes and
spectacular views overlooking the city of Seoul. There are also numerous mountain springs
that freely provide clean, clear water to refresh wary hikers.
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Mt. Bugaksan

Mt. Inwangsan

Namhansansung

In Seoul, the must see attractions are the ancient royal palaces of the Joseon Dynasty:
Gyeongbokgung, Deoksugung, Changdeokgung, and Changgyeonggung. Shrine, the royal ancestral shrine of the Joseon Dynasty, along with Changdeokgung's adjacent Huwon (the Rear
Garden) are noted for their beautifully landscaped gardens and classical structures.

Changdeokgung Palace

Geunjeongjeon

Insa-dong

One of the most popular areas for international visitors, Insa-dong, which is located in downtown Seoul, is lined with antique shops, art galleries, traditional teahouses, and restaurants as
well as bookstores. It is a place that beckons both casual shoppers and serious collectors.
Other attractions highly recommended for visitors include the National Museum, the National
Center for Korean Traditional Performing Arts, the Sejong Center for the Performing Arts, the
Ho-Am Art Hall and Korea House. The National Museum of Contemporary Art in Gwacheon,
a southern satellite town, also deserves a visit.
At Mt. Namsan Park, in the heart of Seoul, visitors can enjoy a panoramic view of the entire
city from Seoul Tower and look around a recreation of a traditional Korean village below.

Mt. Namsan Park

Namsangol Hanok Village

National Museum of Korea

How To Teach English In Korea
154

There are an abundance of parks within and around Seoul, such as Olympic Park, Seoul
Grand Park, Citizens’ Forest, and the Hangang River Trail, where tourists can relax, walk, or
ride a bicycle. These parks are among the hidden treasures of Seoul, enjoyed by residents but
often missed by tourists.
Visitors definitely should not pass up a Korean dinner, either at a modern restaurant or a
courtly Korean-style restaurant. Excel-lent Chinese and Japanese food is also available, as well
as French, Italian, Mexican, Pakistani and many other ethnic cuisines.
Seoul also has an active nightlife with bars, cafes, and roof-top nightclubs. The fantastic night
scenery of Seoul can be experienced from the Seoul City Tour Bus or through a river cruise
along the Hangang River, which slowly meanders through a valley flanked by high-rises.

2. Seoul Vicinity & Gyeonggi-do Province
Gyeonggido Province is located in the western central region of the Korean Peninsula, with
the Hangang River running through its center. The river divides the province into a mountainous northern area and open fields to the south. While Seoul keeps its visitors busy with so
many intriguing and enticing things to see and do, this area outside of Seoul can provide a refreshing and invigorating break.
The shoreline of coastal regions juts in and out along the beaches and includes countless bays
and coves, capes and islands. The bays of Namyangman and Asanman, Gimpo and Hwaseong
peninsulas, Ganghwado and Yeongjongdo islands are all attractions that visitors cannot afford
to miss. The golden bell, the provincial flower, symbolizes prosperity and flourishes widely
throughout the region.
Within a 30-minute drive to the south of Seoul is the Korean Folk Village. In this traditional
village everyday Korean life of days gone by is reenacted. The Korean Folk Village opened in
1973 and now includes aspects of almost everything traditionally Korean. Homes typical of the
various provinces are on display, and there are regular performances of tightrope walkers, wedding and funeral processions, kite-flying contests and folk dance troupes in the village square.
The blacksmith, carpenter, potter and craftsman can also be seen at work in their shops.
Adjacent to this traditional village is Hwaseong Fortress, a walled city of the Joseon Dynasty
that was recently included on UNESCO’s prestigious World Heritage List.

Suwon Fortress, registered on
UNESCO’s World Heritage list
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Yongin Everland, a comprehensive leisure complex, consists of state-of-the-art amusement
park facilities, including a water park and spas, ideal for summer recreation for all age groups.

Korean Folk Village in Yongin

The distinguished Ho-Am Art Museum displays over 5,000 pieces of art. About 80 kilns are
concentrated in the area of the Icheon Ceramic Festival which is held in September each year.
Bigger still, the World Ceramic Biennale spreads out over Incheon, Gwangju and Yeoju on
odd-numbered years, Here you can savor the mysterious color of Goryeo celadon and the white
purity of Korean porcelain.
Ganghwado Island is situated in the estuary of the Hangang River north of Incheon Port. This
is Korea’s fifth-largest island, which is rich in history and natural beauty. Major historic monuments here include an altar said to have been erected by Dangun, the legendary founder of
Korea, along with fortresses, ancient walls, a celadon kiln dating back to the 13th century
Goryeo Kingdom, and Jeondeungsa Temple.

Chojijin

Gwangs대ngbo

Mt. Manisan

Just a 56-km bus trip north of Seoul is Panmunjeom, the truce village where the Korean
Armistice was signed on July 27, 1953, ending the fierce fighting of the Korean War
(1950-53). It is now a joint security area managed by the UN Command and North Korean
guards. Visitors, who are escorted and briefed by military guides, can easily sense the tension
pervading the facilities and persons on duty.
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Panmunjeom

Freedom House

Unification Observatory

3. Eastern Region
Gangwondo Province is located in the central eastern region of the Korean Peninsula. Most of
the land is covered with thick forests, providing an abundance of scenic vistas with fewer residential areas than in other provinces. Both its remote wooded mountains and ravines as well as
small coastal towns are rich in scenic splendor.
The eastern coastline, stretching 390 kilometers (234 miles) from Hwajinpo to Busan, is rugged and mountainous, and offers visitors some of the most breathtaking scenery in Korea.
Skiing and other winter sports help make the area a year-round resort destination. To meet the
needs of the more than one million skiers per year, several ski resorts are now equipped with
snow-making machines, which have extended the ski season from December to March. Other
popular recreational activities in the region include swimming in summer and mountain climbing in autumn. The beaches here are perhaps the finest in Korea, gently sloping into shallow
water and mild currents.

Yongpyong Resort

Mt. Seoraksan

Woljeongsa Temple

Mt. Seoraksan, which is part of the Geumgangsan Mountain Range, draws visitors with its
magnificent splendor. The Asiatic black bear, the symbol of Gangwon-do and one of the most
endangered species in the world, inhabits the mountain. Mt. Seoraksan, is truly an impressive
and colorful all-season destination.
Other popular sites include the Cheoksan, Osaek and Sorak Waterpia hot springs in and
around Seoraksan National Park and the unification observatories abutting the DMZ that offer
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excellent views of North Korean territory.
Every August, Chuncheon, the capital of Gangwon-do Province, holds the Chuncheon Puppet
Festival, which features the active participation of puppet theater groups from around the
world.
Ulleungdo Island, lying 268 kilometers (161 miles) northeast of Pohang, is an extinct volcano
rising prominently from the East Sea. Dokdo Island, the easternmost point of Korea, lies 87
kilometers (47 miles) to the southeast of Ulleungdo Island.

Ulleungdo & Dokdo Island

Mt. Geumgangsan is one of the most scenic tourist spots on the Korean Peninsula and is considered one of the world’s most spectacular natural wonders. It is located in North Korea near
the eastern end of the Demilitarized Zone that divides the peninsula. South Koreans can travel
to Mt. Geumgangsan (the Diamond Mountains) by signing up with an authorized South
Korean travel agency for a guided tour.

Mt. Geumgangsan in North Korea

4. Central Region
Chungcheongbukdo and Chungcheongnamdo provinces lie in the
western center of the peninsula. Chungcheongbukdo is the only landlocked province. With the completion of the Government Complex in
Daejeon and the newly opened international airport in Cheongju, the
two provincial capitals are being turned into not only a strategic heartland of the domestic economy but also an international gateway to the
Korean interior.
Gosudonggul Cave
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Daejeon is situated about two hours by car south of Seoul, and is a major train junction for the
Seoul-Busan and Seoul-Gwangju-Mokpo lines. It is rapidly developing into one of Korea’s
major science and technology centers. Expo Park, the site of the International Daejeon Expo
’93, has been renovated and converted into a public science park.
Buyeo, the last capital of the Baekje Kingdom (18 B.C.- A.D. 660), features the Buyeo
National Museum which houses a comprehensive collection of about 7,000 relics from the
Baekje period.
The Geumgang River flows alongside Mt. Gyeryongsan, one of the province’s most popular
mountains. As the original center of Baekje culture, the area abounds with unique cultural artifacts and historic relics.
Dotting between the many peaks and saddlebacks along the ridgeline of the Sobaeksan
Mountains are a wealth of national treasures and historical places. These include the SevenStory Stone Pagoda, Iron Flagpole of Yongdusa Temple, Palsangjeon Wooden Pagoda, Sangdangsanseong Fortress, and Hyeon-chungsa and Yi Chungmugong’s (Adminiral Yi Sun-sin’s)
Chungnyeolsa Shrines. Moreover, many other celebrated temples, statues, national parks and
hot springs are waiting to be discovered.
Chungjuho Lake offers a variety of delightful water sports in the mountainous area of central
Korea. Cruise boats ply between Chungju and Danyang allowing passengers to enjoy the stunning Danyang-Palgyeong, or the “Eight Scenic Views of Danyang.” Gosudonggul (cave) captivates visitors with its glistening stalactites in all shapes and sizes. Chungju orchards are one of
the main sources of delicious apples. Yellow tobacco is also a specialty of this region, and the
area’s ginseng has gained a worldwide reputation.

5. Southwestern Region
Korea’s southwestern region encompasses Jeollabuk-do and
Jeollanam-do provinces. The region is relatively flat, containing
broad stretches of rice paddies, and its jagged coastline creates
many small harbors. It is a fertile and warm region sheltered by
high mountains on the east and north and calm seas and many
islands on the west and south. Because of the influence of both
continental and ocean climates, the provinces exhibit a wide variety of weather conditions.VV
Paik Nam-june's Art
in the Gwangju Biennale

Jeonju is famous for its traditional mixed vegetable rice dish, bibimbap, and for hanji, traditional mulberry paper. The provincial bird is the magpie, which is related to a poignant legend.
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According to this legend, on the night of the seventh day of the seventh lunar month, magpies
build a bridge above the Milky
Way by carrying twigs and pebbles in their beaks, allowing two lovers, Gyeonu and Jingnyeo,
who are destined to meet only once a year to see each other again.
Namwon is the gateway to Jirisan National Park, as well as the famed home of Chunhyang,
one of Korea’s most celebrated legendary heroines. Chunhyangga, a Korean traditional narrative epic song (pansori) about the faithfulness of her love, is one of the most favored performances in Korea. Mt. Jirisan contains the second highest mountain peak in South Korea. The
sub-range is vast and stretches across three provinces, Jeollanam-do, Jeollabuk-do and
Gyeongsangnam-do.
Deogyusan National Park commands superb views of the 30 kilometer-long Mujugucheondong
Valley. The valley encompasses Muju Ski Resort, the largest skiing area in Korea.

Muju Resort

Deogyusan National Park

Namwon

The Gwangju National Museum is home to a collection of Chinese ceramics recovered from a
600-year-old Chinese merchant ship that was wrecked in the seas off Sinan.
Damyang, 22 kilometers north of Gwangju, is the center of bamboo cultivation and
craftsmanship. The Damyang Bamboo Museum is the world’s first museum devoted exclusively to bamboo.

Damyang, Bamboo Museum

On Jindo Island, which is some 350 kilometers south of Seoul, visitors can see the Korean
version of the Moses’ Miracle. The sea between the coastal village of Hoedong-ri on Jindo
Island and nearby Modo Islet actually parts for about an hour twice a year in early May, and
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again in the middle of July, leaving a walkable path, 2.8 kilometers long and 40 meters wide.
Jindo Island is also renowned for the indigenous Korean breed of dog, Jindogae, which is designated as Natural Monument No. 53.

Jindo, Wondrous separation of water & Korean breed of dog, Jindogae

6. Southeastearn Region
Korea’s southeastern region, encompassing Gyeongsangbuk-do and Gyeongsangnam-do provinces, is an area rich in tourist attractions, cultural assets and historical places. Hallyeosudo
Waterway, and the Jirisan and Gayasan mountains are outstanding natural resources in this region.

Hallyeosudo Waterway

Sogeumgang River

Busan

The entire city of Gyeongju, which was the ancient capital of the 1,000-year Silla Kingdom
(57 B.C.-A.D. 935), is now an exceptional open-air museum. Royal tombs, temple sites with
weathered stone pagodas and Buddhist decorations, and fortress ruins are scattered all around
the city. Mounded royal tombs have yielded many precious antiques, including exquisite gold
crowns and other jewelry.
The two supreme treasures of Gyeongju are Bulguksa Temple and nearby Seokguram Grotto.
Both were completed in the eighth century and are representative of highly refined Buddhist art
widely appreciated throughout East Asia. They were included on UNESCO’s World Heritage
List in 1995. Other important historic sites include: Dumuli Park, Oreung (Five Tombs),
Cheomseongdae Observatory, General Kim Yu-sin’s Tomb, and Mt. Namsan, which is dotted
with numerous Buddhist images, pagodas and temple remains. The Gyeongju National
Museum houses antique treasures recovered from Gyeongju and its vicinity.
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Gyeongju, known as an open-air museum, is full of cultural artifacts.

Bomun Lake Resort, six kilometers from downtown on the eastern outskirts of the city, is an
integrated tourist destination with several first-class hotels and various recreational facilities.
Haeinsa Temple is famous for housing the 80,000 wooden printing blocks used to print the
Tripitaka Koreana, which were carved in the 13th century. The Tripitaka Koreana is acknowledged as the most complete compilation of Buddhist scripture in East Asia.

Haeinsa Temple

Bomun Lake Resort

Pohang Steel

Not far from historic Gyeongju are the growing industrial cities of Pohang and Ulsan. Pohang
is home to the POSCO steel mills, while Ulsan is the industrial base for Hyundai, one of
Korea’s leading conglomerates.
Further to the south is Busan, Korea’s principal port and second-largest city. The Jagalchi
Fish Market, one of Korea’s most famous markets, is right next to the piers where fishing boats
unload their daily hauls. The market offers tourists a great, early morning attraction as buyers
and sellers haggle over the catch of the day.

Ulsan

Haeundae

Yongdusan Park
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Andong is one of the last living vestiges of old Korea, a treasure-trove of Confucian tradition.
Hahoe, a small village near Andong, is famous for its unique traditional masks and the mask
dance-drama, Hahoe-talchum. Dosanseowon, a Confucian academy founded in the 16th century by one of Korea's most well-known scholars, Yi Hwang, is also nearby. Massive international tour and resort complexes are due to open in 2006 in the western and northern areas, featuring ultramodern recreation and leisure facilities.

Hahoe villages still maintains a traditional lifestyle.

7. Jejudo Island and Southern Coastal Regions
Within an hour’s flight from Seoul, Busan or Daegu, travelers in Korea can reach a land of a
completely different character. Recognized as the best-preserved area in the nation, Jeju-do is
Korea’s only island province.
The island is Korea’s most popular honeymoon destination. Known as “Little Hawaii” for its
volcanic landscape, picturesque subtropical scenery, sandy beaches, waterfalls and hiking
trails, it is one of the world’s top ten tourist attractions with over four million visitors a year.

Coastlines on Jejudo Island are
known for their serene beauty.

Jeju-do enjoys a semitropical climate, with its plants and landscape being remarkably different from those of the mainland. It is also the natural habitat of over 2,000 species. Its principal
mountain is the 1,950-meter-high Mt. Hallasan, a dormant volcano with a large crater. Lava
flows from this volcano (last active in 1007) created many tunnels, pillars and other unusual
features formed by the quickly-cooled basalt. Favorite destinations include the Jeju Folkcraft
and Natural History Museum, Jungmun Resort, Cheon-jiyeon Falls, and Jeju Fantasy Gardens.
Jeju-do offers visitors a great chance to glimpse the island’s unique folk culture, especially
through its thatched-roof houses. They reflect both the island’s natural environment, charac-
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terized by strong winds, and the lifestyle of the island people.

Mt. Hallasan on Jejudo Island

Most of the rivers in Korea have their tributaries in the northern and eastern regions and flow
west and south. Concentrated for the most part along the southern coast are more than 3,000 islands providing grand scenery with a winding coastline. The completion of the Honam and
Namhae expressways in 1973 made these picturesque coastal routes more easily accessible.
The areas around Jinhae, Tongyeong, Jinju and Namhae are recommended highlights of this
scenic region. The southern boundary of the Korean Peninsula is a jagged coastline which has
created an irregular pattern of bays and inlets with more than 400 offshore islands. For those
preferring waterways to expressways and railways, a hydrofoil cruise between Busan and
Yeosu is available. The boat stops at Seongpo, Tongyeong, Samcheonpo, and Namhae.

Ⅲ Shopping
South Korea is known as a mecca for shoppers, offering a great variety of items at reasonable
prices. Tourists may purchase many necessities and souvenir items at any of the hundreds of
shops in department stores and shopping arcades in Seoul as well as major cities throughout
the country.

Myeong-dong: One of Seoul's most
famous shopping districts

Gyeongdong market
attracts visitors with
its Oriental medicine
and health
supplements.

Popular shopping items include jewelry, ginseng, furs, silk, antique chests, ceramics, lacquerware, brassware, embroidery and many more unique Korean products.

How To Teach English In Korea
164

Ⅳ Food
Two foods that people have come to identify with Korea are Kimchi, a fermented vegetable
dish, and Bulgogi, a marinated meat dish. Whereas kimchi is a staple dish that is eaten at every
meal, bulgogi is more like a party food in that it is generally eaten on special occasions and
when dining out or entertaining guests. Koreans tend to favor beef when entertaining or eating
out, and bulgogi is one of the most popular beef dishes and one that even non-Koreans find
very tasty.

1. Bulgogi
The word Bulgogi is commonly translated as Korean barbecue, though it literally means “fire
meat” as bul is “fire” or gogi is “meat”. Beef is most often identified with bulgogi, but even
pork, chicken, lamb, squid and octopus, for example, can be cooked bulgogi style as bulgogi,
like barbecue, is a method of cooking.
For the most common beef bulgogi, thin slices of meat, usually
tenderloin, are marinated in a sauce made of soy sauce, sesame
oil, minced garlic, sesame seeds and other seasonings, and then
cooked over a charcoal grill, usually at the table. The grilled beef
slices can be eaten as are or wrapped in lettuce along with slices
of fresh garlic and green pepper and a dab of soybean paste, red
pepper paste, or a mixture of the two, all of which are rich in vitamins, minerals and cancer-fighting substances.
In some restaurants, bulgogi is cooked on a dome-shaped pan
that is placed over a charcoal brazier or a gas range. The pan has
a trough around the edge to catch the tasty juice that cooks out of
the meat so that it can be eaten with one’s rice. Bulgogi can also
be cooked in a regular frying pan or on an electric skillet but
most connoisseurs prefer the traditional charcoal fire.
Recently, people have been finding that bulgogi is not only tasty
and healthy but also very versatile. It has been adapted to today’s fast foods with some fast
food chains adding bulgogi burgers to their menus and a number of well-known pizza restaurants even adopting it as one of their pizza toppings. Bulgogi is an ideal picnic food, and, with
some slight changes in the thickness and size of the meat pieces, it can become a tasty hors
d’oeuvre or buffet item.
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2. Kimchi
Kimchi is a pungent, fermented dish generally consisting of cabbage or turnip seasoned with salt, garlic, green onions, ginger, red
pepper and shellfish. It is low in calories and cholesterol and very
high in fiber. It is also very nutritious. In fact, it is richer in vitamins than apples. Had the individual who coined the well-known
saying “An apple a day keeps the doctor away” been Korean, perhaps he would have said “Some kimchi a day keeps the doctor
away.”
It is the red chili peppers, however, that make kimchi a truly remarkable health food and different from the ju and osinko of China and Japan that are often likened to kimchi but are basically nothing more than Chinese cabbage or radish pickled in salt. Chili peppers not only give
kimchi its distinctive spicy flavor and appetizing color but also contain an element called capsicin that prevents kimchi from spoiling.
But chili peppers have not always been a major ingredient in kimchi. Koreans were not introduced to the chili pepper until the late 16th century or early 17th century when Portuguese
traders based in Nagasaki, Japan, who, having brought it from Central America, imported it to
the country.
Regardless of when red pepper was added to kimchi, it was an
epochal event in Korean culinary history. The addition of red
peppers not only enhanced the taste of the otherwise salty vegetables and kept them crunchy, but also turned kimchi into a healthy,
vitamin-packed food that can play a vital role in preventing
disease. Of course, over the years kimchi has become even more
nutritional with the addition of more and more ingredients such as
carrots, pears, chestnuts, pine nuts, abalone and seaweed.
There are basically two kinds of kimchi, seasonal and winter, with numerous varieties of
each. The seasonal varieties are made with whatever vegetables are available and are for
short-term storage. The winter varieties, made with mostly cabbages and turnips, are for
long-term storage to provide vegetables during the cold winter months.
In addition to being eaten as a staple side dish, kimchi is also
used in a variety of cooked dishes. The most common is kimchi
jjigae, a hot, fiery stew made by boiling kimchi with pork.
Kimchi is also stir-fried with thin strips of pork and eaten with
fresh tofu or dubu as bean curd is known in Korean. It is also dipped in a flour-based batter and fried.
To most Koreans, a meal without kimchi, no matter how lavish,

How To Teach English In Korea
166

is incomplete or even unthinkable. It spikes the rice, titillates the taste buds, and, perhaps,
keeps the doctor away. It is an ideal health food as well as diet food and with its increasing inclusion on supermarket shelves around the world and its designation as an official food at
events such as the 1998 World Cup in France, it is fast becoming an international food to be
enjoyed around the world.

Samgyetang

Bibimbap

Mandooguk

Ⅴ Travel Phone
When you need English assistance or travel information, just dial 1330, and a bilingual operator will offer you detailed information on tourist sites, transportation, restaurants, etc. If you
want information about areas outside of Seoul, enter the area code of that region before pressing 1330.
How to dial 1330 from a telephone
• In Korea
⋅Telephone: 1330
⋅Cellphone: Area code + 1330
⋅Service Charge: local telephone charge only
• From Abroad
⋅+82-Area code-1330
⋅Be sure to drop 0 in front of area code
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Ⅵ Currency
Bills
Old Bills

10,000 won
man won

5,000 won
ocheon won

1,000 won
cheon won

5,000 won
ocheon won

1,000 won
cheon won

New Bills

10,000 won
man won

Coins

500 won
obaek won

100 won
baek won

50 won
osip won

10 won
sip won

Ⅶ Accommodations
Visitors to Korea can choose from a wide range of quality accommodations including hotels,
inns, hostels, homestay and condominiums. There is an extensive choice of hotels. At the lower
end, rates start at about 46,000 won (US$48.4) per night, and in the case of deluxe hotels, room
charges go up from about 170,000 won.
An increasing number of hotels offer recreation facilities such as swimming pools, saunas, indoor driving ranges, bowling alleys and health clubs for their guests. There are also dance
clubs and karaoke bars, casinos and recreation rooms, providing nighttime as well as daytime
entertainment. In addition, exciting and fun-filled special seasonal events and packages are
available throughout the year.
Inns (yeogwan) and hostels are inexpensive types of accommodation. They offer simple,
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clean accommodations. Rates vary with the services and facilities provided. Staying at hostels
can cost as little as 6,000 ~22,000 won (US$6.3~$23.1) per night and inns range from 30,000
won to 60,000 won (US$31.5~$63.1).
Some Korean families offer homestay at a very reasonable rate or even for free to make
friends from other countries. This is a good opportunity to make Korean friends and experience
Korean family life firsthand. Resort condominiums provide excellent self-service accommodations and are mostly located around major tourist attractions. They come with fullyequipped kitchens, bedrooms and bathrooms, and many are available to non-condo association
members on a short-term basis.

Ⅷ Transportation
Domestic flights: Most domestic destinations are within an hour’s flight from Seoul. Gimpo
Airport, located between the western area of Seoul and the newer Incheon International
Airport, is primarily used for domestic travel. Korean Air and Asiana Airlines handle all domestic flights.

Railway services: The Korea Railroad (KORAIL) operates three types of trains - super-express, express, and local - along an extensive nationwide network. Super-express (KTX) trains
link Seoul with Busan, Mokpo, East Daegu, Gwangju and Iksan. Most popular destinations in
the nation can be reached via direct line or a single transfer. Many express trains include dining
cars. Local trains make frequent stops.
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Local and city bus services: A regular intercity bus network, as opposed to the long distance
express bus network, connects virtually all cities and towns in the country. Regular intercity
buses, which make frequent stops, are the least expensive way to travel around the country. To
help relieve traffic congestion and encourage use of mass transportation, exclusive bus lanes
are enforced during busy hours in busy streets and expressways. Seoul and several other major
cities have different types of bus service. Some go beyond city limits into nearby suburbs and
satellite cities. Bus fares range from 500 to 1,500 won (US$0.52~$1.57). Buses running in the
city and into the suburban cities are numbered according to their routes. (The website
www.tour2korea.com has detailed information. Click on “Transportation.”)

Long distance express buses: Long distance express buses go directly to their destinations,
stopping only at expressway rest areas every few hours. Two types of buses link every major
city in the country. Regular intercity buses have four seats from side to side. The more-expensive deluxe buses have only three seats from side to side and offer amenities such as mobile
phones and movies. Some lines run late-night deluxe express buses as well. Seoul has three intercity terminals providing service to different parts of the country - the main Express Bus
Terminal and Nambu Bus Terminal on subway Line 3 in Gangnam and the Dong (East) Seoul
Bus Terminal near Gangbyeon Station on Line 2. Busan’s Express Bus Terminal is in its eastern downtown area.
Subway services: The subway is the most efficient and convenient way to get around Seoul,
Busan, Daegu, Gwangju, Incheon and Daejeon. The subway system has developed into these
cities’ main transportation system and continues to provide a fast, safe, and comfortable means
of transportation. In Seoul, it links all neighborhoods with the outlying areas and satellite
cities. On the intercity network, trains operate at intervals of 2.5 to 3 minutes during the morning and evening rush hours, and intervals of 4 to 6 minutes during non-peak times. Fares vary
according to destinations, with a basic fare of 900 won (US$ 0.94) in cash.
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Taxi services: There are two kinds of taxis - regular and deluxe. Fares are based on distance
and time. The black deluxe taxis are more comfortable, provide better service and, of course,
charge more than the regular gray taxis, but nearly all taxis are equipped with a third-party interpretation system that can be accessed by cell phone.

Car rental: Driving can be an exciting and effective way of getting around Korea. Extensive
road and expressway networks are available, which means you can visit every corner of the
country. Road numbers and destinations are clearly indicated on road signs. Drivers must meet
the following requirements: have more than one year’s driving experience, possess an international driver’s license valid for a year from the date of entry, be at least 21 years old and possess a valid passport.

Rental fees vary from 68,000 to 265,000 won (US$ 71.5~$ 278.9) per day, depending upon
the type of car. The speed limit is 60km/hr for most roads in the city and 80-100km/hr for city
expressways. Driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs is a felony that may result in a
heavy penalty.
Ferry services: One of the most pleasant ways to see Korea, routes are available between
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Busan and Jeju-do Island, Mokpo and Hongdo Island and Pohang and Ulleungdo Island. There
are ships making runs between Busan and Yeosu, with many in-between stops possible at ports
along the south coast and the Hallyeo Maritime National Park.

Bio for Peter Jang
Education
Bachelor of Business Administration (Kyunggi University, Seoul)
Master of Business Administration (Hallym University, Seoul)
Completed Ph. D. on Tourism Studies (Kyunghee University, Seoul)
Experience
Marketing Manager/The Americas, Korea Tourism Organization
Director/The Americas & Europe, Korea Tourism Organization
Director, Int’l Relations, Korea Tourism Organization
Executive Director, Korea Convention Bureau, KTO
Invited Professor of Tourism Marketing, Kyunghee University
Current: Executive Vice President, Incheon Tourism Organization
Point of Contact
E-Mail: wowpeter@hanmail.net
Mobile: 011-9995-6727
Office: (032)220-5003
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Survival Korean
Donghee Kim
National Institute for International Education Development

Ⅰ The Korean Alphabet (Hangeul)
1. What is “Hangeul”?
Hangeul is the writing system used by Koreans. It was created in 1443 by the Great King
Sejong of the Joseon Dynasty. Hangeul is a phonetic alphabet with each letter representing a
sound. It is a distant cousin of the Altaic language family. In terms of its morphological characteristics, Korean is an agglutinating language.
Hangeul consists of 10 basic vowels and 14 basic consonants. There are also 16 other compound characters combining the basic characters which make for a total of 40 Hangeul
characters.
1.1. Vowels
The letter shapes for the vowels were based on the three core essential elements of the universe: Heaven(․), Earth(ㅡ) and Human(ㅣ). Hangeul is not only unique but is also embedded
with philosophical principles of the universe. The vowel ‘ㅏ’ which portrayal of the sun rising
in the east, represents a bright picture. ‘ㅓ’, portrayal of the sun setting in the west, a dark
picture.
Korean has 10 simple vowels and 11 diphthongs. The sound of the vowel is based on tongue
position, degree of mouth opening and lip rounding. Diphthongs, the letter is a combination of
vertical and horizontal vowels. The horizontal letters, ㅡ, ㅗ, ㅜ, ㅛ, ㅠ must be put below
consonants, while the vertical, ㅣ, ㅏ, ㅓ, ㅑ, ㅕ, ㅔ, ㅐ, ㅖ, ㅒ must be put the right of
consonants.
Chart 1. Vowels
Simple
(10)
Diphthongs
(11)

ㅏ
[a]

ㅓ
[ə]

ㅗ
[o]

ㅜ
[u]

ㅑ
[ja]

ㅕ
[jə]

ㅛ
[jo]

ㅠ
[ju]

ㅘ
[wa]

ㅝ
[wə]

ㅡ
[ɨ]

ㅢ
[ɨi]

ㅣ
[i]

ㅐ
[æ]

ㅔ
[e]

ㅒ
[jæ]

ㅖ
[je]

ㅙ
[wæ]

ㅞ
[we]

ㅚ
[ö]

ㅟ
[ü]
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Chart 2. Approximates in Vowel
Letter

Sound

Approximates

Letter

Sound

Approximates

ㅏ

a

banana

ㅐ

æ

air

ㅑ

ya

yahoo

ㅒ

yæ

yes

ㅓ

ə

ago

ㅔ

e

every

ㅕ

yə

young

ㅖ

ye

yellow

ㅗ

o

over

ㅘ

wa

hawaii

ㅛ

yo

yo-yo

ㅙ

wæ

weight

ㅜ

u

moon

ㅚ

we

way

ㅠ

yu

you

ㅝ

wə

war

ㅡ

ɨ/eu

"uuh"(good)

ㅞ

we

well

ㅣ

i

bee

ㅟ

wi

we

ㅢ

ɨi

"uuhi"

1.2. Consonants
The letter shapes of consonants were formed after graphic imitations of the human voice organs, such as lip, tongue, throat, etc. Korean has 19 consonants. They are distinguished as
Plain, Aspirated, Tensed consonants according to the place and manner of articulation. The basic 5 characters, ㄱ, ㄴ, ㅁ, ㅅ, ㅇ are designed reflecting the points of articulation, and the rest
were produced by adapting strokes to the basic letters. So, the sound value is predicted from
the shape. Each consonant has its own individual sound value and name.
Chart 3. Consonants
Plain

ㄱ
[g,k]

ㄴ
[n]

ㄷ
[d,t]

ㄹ
[r,l]

ㅁ
[m]

ㅂ
[b,p]

Aspirated

ㅋ
[kʰ]

ㅌ
[tʰ]

ㅍ
[pʰ]

Tensed

ㄲ
[kʼ]

ㄸ
[tʼ]

ㅃ
[pʼ]

ㅅ
[s]

ㅇ
[ŋ]

ㅈ
[dz,ts]
ㅊ
[tsʰ]

ㅆ
[sʼ]

ㅉ
[tsʼ]

ㅎ
[h]
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Chart 4. Approximates in Consonant
Letter

Sound

Name

Approximates

Letter

Sound

Name

Approximates

ㄱ

g/k

giyeok

game/book

ㅊ

tsʰ

chieut

church

ㄴ

n

nieun

now

ㅋ

kʰ

kieut

kitchen

ㄷ

d/t

digeut

dog/good

ㅌ

tʰ

tieut

trip

ㄹ

l/r

Rieul

lime/rain

ㅍ

pʰ

pieup

piano

ㅁ

m

mieum

moon

ㅎ

h

hieut

hotel

ㅂ

b/p

bieup

boy/map

ㄲ

k'

ssang-gyeok

skip

ㅅ

s

siot

snake

ㄸ

t'

ssang-digeut

stop

ㅇ

ŋ

ieung

sing

ㅃ

p'

ssang-bieup

spy

ㅈ

dz/ts

jieut

joy

ㅆ

s'

ssang-siot

song

ㅉ

ts'

ssang-jieut

pizza

1.3. Syllable final consonants (Bat-chim)
The consonant attached to the bottom of a syllable is called the “Bat-chim”. Although all consonants can be used as a “Bat-chim”, the sound of “Bat-chim” is based on the 7 following consonants : ㄱ,ㄴ,ㄷ,ㄹ,ㅁ,ㅂ,ㅇ. The “Bat-chim” is written at the bottom of the word syllable.
Chart 5. Bat-chim
Sound

[k]

[n]

[t]

[l]

[m]

[p]

[ŋ]

Single&
Double
Batchim

ㄱ,ㅋ,ㄲ

ㄴ

ㄷ,ㅌ, ㅅ,ㅆ
ㅈ,ㅊ, ㅎ

ㄹ

ㅁ

ㅂ,ㅍ

ㅇ

Example

각,엌,밖

산

곧,밭,옷,있다

달

밤

밥,잎

공

1.4. How to use the dictionary
When finding words in a Korean dictionary, it is found according to the order written below.
Korean words are organized in the dictionary by “(consonant)-vowel-(consonant : bat-chim)”,
but each part of the word must follow the order written below.
a. Consonants
ㄱ, ㄲ, ㄴ, ㄷ, ㄸ, ㄹ, ㅁ, ㅂ, ㅃ, ㅅ, ㅆ, ㅇ, ㅈ, ㅉ, ㅊ, ㅋ, ㅌ, ㅍ, ㅎ
b. Vowels
ㅏ, ㅐ, ㅑ, ㅒ, ㅓ, ㅔ, ㅕ, ㅖ, ㅗ, ㅘ, ㅙ, ㅚ, ㅛ, ㅜ, ㅝ, ㅞ, ㅟ, ㅠ, ㅡ, ㅢ, ㅣ
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For example, a word beginning with the letter “ㄱ” would come before a word beginning with
any other letter. Whereas a word beginning with “가” would come before a letter beginning
with “기”, Again, whereas a word beginning with “각” would come before a word beginning
with “간”, and a word beginning with “같” would come before a word beginning with “개”.

2. Korean vs English
The major difference between Korean and English is “word order”. Unlike English, the order
of words in a sentence does not necessarily make any difference in meaning in Korean, and the
reason is because the special components- “particles”- are used in the Korean language.
톰은 앤을 좋아한다.

Tom likes Ann.

앤을 톰은 좋아한다.

The words are ordered differently in the two sentences but those two sentences mean the
same things due to the different positions of the two particles of “은” and 뺵를. The sentences
have same predicate (“좋아한다.” =“like”), which is always placed at the end of a sentence.
2.1. Basic sentence structure
English: S + V + O
Korean: S + O + V

Kate eats an apple.
케이트가 사과를 먹어요.
Kate
an apple eats

2.2. Korean syllables
Korean syllables, in general, can be made with consonants and vowels. A vowel by itself
form a syllable, whereas a consonant should be followed by a vowel to make a syllable. When
a vowel forms the first sound in a syllable, the consonant ‘o’ is necessarily written but has no
sound.
ㄱ〔g〕+ㅏ〔a〕= 가〔ga〕,

ㅓ〔ə〕= 어〔ə〕

2.3. Verb conjugation
Korean verbs are made up of bases and endings. The bases are constant, while the endings
can take more than one shape. The notion of variable endings attaching to verb bases is called
conjugation. Through conjugation, verbs can take on numerous different functions.
a. see : 보다
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봅 + 니다.
vb.stem sentence ending (declarative)
보 + 시 + 겠 + 습니까?
vb.stem pre-final ending (intent)
pre-final ending (honorific) final ending (interrogative)
b. go : 가다
갑니다(declarative: ~go~.)
갑니까?(interrogative: Do~go~?)
갑시다(propositive: Let’s go~.) 가십시오(imperative: Go.)
갔습니다(past tense: ~went~.) 가겠습니다(future tense: ~will go~?)
갈까요?(Shall we~?)
가고 있습니다(progressive: is going.)
2.4. Non-existent sounds
Korean doesn’t have f, v, ð, θ sounds of English. On the other hand, English has only 5 vowels and 2 semivowel ‘y, w’. Thus it’s hard to make the exact sounds of Korean diphthongs.
a. English: [f], [v], [ð], [θ] : coffee(커피), Vincent(빈센트), thank you(쌩큐)
b. Korean: ㅑ, ㅕ, ㅘ, ㅝ, ㅢ....(diphthongs) : yard [ja], royal[iə], war[wɔ]
ㄲ, ㄸ, ㅃ, ㅆ, ㅉ (tensified consonants) : song [ss], spy [bb]
2.5. Action verbs & descriptive verbs
Verbs are used as the predicate in a sentence. There are 2 main types of verb in Korean.
Action verbs denote actions or processes. Descriptive verbs (adjectives) denote qualities or
states.
a. The student goes to school.
학생이 학교에 갑니다.
b. The weather is fine.
날씨가 좋습니다.
c. I’m boring/ tired/ interested.
심심해요/ 피곤해요/ 재미있어요
2.6. Yes & No
In positive interrogative sentences, answering with yes or no has the same rule as English,
while negative interrogative sentences doesn’t.
A: 자요? Are you sleeping?
B: 네, 자요. Yes, I’m sleeping.
아니오, 안 자요. No, I’m not sleeping.
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A: 안 자요? Aren’t you sleeping?
B: 네, 안 자요. Yes, I’m not sleeping.
아니오, 자요. No, I’m sleeping.
2.7. Social function (Honorific)
Koreans use different words or end a sentence in a different way depending on the relationship between the speaker and the listener or the situation, such as older person/ friend/ younger
person, formal/ informal speech. When speaking to an older person, they use polite expressions
with some special words or the different ending of a sentence, or by lowering themselves. All
verbs can be converted into an honorific by adding the suffix -시 ‘si’- after the stem.
Formal expressions are used when holding an office meeting, being interviewed for a job, or
speaking formally in front of a large group of people. Informal expressions are used when conversing with colleague friends.
a. Formal form : 안녕하십니까?/ 김선생님 계십니까? (Is there Mr. Kim?)
b. Informal form: 안녕하세요?/ 민수 있어요? (Is there Min-soo?)

Ⅱ Useful Expressions
1. Greetings
안녕하십니까?/안녕하세요?/안녕?

How are You?

안녕히 주무셨어요?/잘 잤니?

Good morning.

어서 오세요.

Welcome

안녕히 계십시오./잘 있어.

Good Bye.

안녕히 가십시오./잘 가.

Good Bye.

안녕히 주무세요./잘 자.

Good night.

또 만납시다./또 만나.

See you later.

처음 뵙겠습니다. 잘 부탁합니다.

How do you do?
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저는 김영수라고 합니다./
나는 김영수라고 해./
제 이름은 김영수입니다.

I am Kim Youngsoo.

만나 뵙게 되어 반갑습니다./
만나서 반가워.

Nice to meet you.

다녀오겠습니다.

I’m leaving.

다녀오십시오.

Bye. See you later.

다녀왔습니다.

I’m back.

2. Having Meal
잘 먹겠습니다.

Thank you for the meal.
(before the meal)

잘 먹었습니다.

I really enjoyed the meal.
(after the meal)

조금 더 드시겠습니까?

Would you like some more?

배가 부릅니다. 괜찮습니다.

I am full. Thank you.

이 음식 이름이 무엇입니까?

What do you call this food?/ What is this
food called?

냉면 하나 주세요.

One Naengmyun please.

맛있어요./매워요./짜요.

It tastes good./ It’s too spicy./ It’s too
salty.

김치 조금 더 주세요.

Can I have a little more Kimchi?

맵지 않게 해 주세요.

Could you make this dish less spicy?

3. Expressions of Positive and Negative
네/예/응

Yes

아닙니다/아니오/아니

No

그렇습니다.

Yes, it is.

그렇지 않습니다.

No it isn’t.

틀렸습니다.

You are wrong.
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4. Trying to Say Something
저, 실례합니다.

Excuse me.

여보세요.

Hello!

죄송합니다만.

I am sorry but...

다시 한번 말씀해 주십시오.

Could you repeat that please?

5. Expressions of Appreciation and Apology
감사합니다./고맙습니다./고마워.

Thank you./ Thanks.

천만에요.

You’re welcome.

신세 많았습니다.

Thank you for your help.

죄송합니다./미안합니다./미안해.

I am sorry.

실례합니다.

Excuse me.

6. Asking for Directions and Transportation
여기가 어디입니까?

Where am I?

혜화역은 어디에 있습니까?

Where is Hyewha station?

인사동은 어느 쪽으로 갑니까?

Which direction do I go to if I want to go
to Insadong?

경복궁에 어떻게 갑니까?

How do I get to Kyeongbokgung?

지하철 몇 호선을 타면 됩니까?

Which metro should I take?

어디서 갈아탑니까?

Where should I transfer?

서울역으로 가 주세요.

Seoul station please./
Can you take me to Seoul station?

시청 앞에 세워 주세요.

Drop me off in front of City Hall, please.

요금은 얼마입니까?

How much does that cost?
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7. Shopping
시계 있습니까?
다른 것은 없습니까?
이것은 한국어로 뭐라고 합니까?
이것으로 하겠습니다.
모두 얼마입니까?
따로따로 포장해 주세요.

Do you have watches?
Do you have any other ones?
How do you call this in Korean?
I will take it.
What is the total cost?
Pack them separately, please.

8. Others
이름이 뭐예요?

What is your name?

주소를 적어 주세요.

Write down the address.

편지해 주세요.

Write to me.

사진 좀 찍어 주세요.

Can you please take a picture?

저를 좀 도와 주세요.

Would you help me?

이 번호로 전화해 주세요.

Call me at this number.

경찰을 불러 주세요.

Call the police, please.

9. Classroom Korean
책을 펴세요.

Open your books.

공부합시다.

Let’s study.

읽으세요.

Read it, please.

쓰세요.

Write it, please.

잘 들으세요.

Listen carefully.

듣고 따라하세요.

Repeat after me.

듣고 대답하세요.

Listen and answer to me.

잘 했어요.

Good job!

알겠어요?/ 알겠습니까?

Do you understand?

네, 알겠어요./
아니요, 모르겠어요./ 모르겠습니다.

Yes, I understand./
No, I don’t understand.

질문 있어요?/ 질문 있습니까?

Do you have any questions?
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Ⅲ Korean Language Study on the Internet (KOSNET)
1. What’s KOSNET?
KOSNET is a free website developed by NIIED and offering the educational spaces to learn
the Korean language through the Internet. KOSNET has provided various learning programs to
overseas Koreans and foreigners who intend to study the Korean language since 1998.
The Korean Language Study Program of KOSNET is composed of 3 parts. There is a pretest,
preliminary, and then Korean language courses graded according to the age of learners
(Pre-K/Kindergarten, Children 1, Children 2, and Adolescent/Adult).
The Korean language course is established by selecting appropriate vocabulary and sentences
according to the learner’s age and then gradually increasing in difficulty from that point. We
also provide various types of learning materials utilizing advanced multimedia technology to
increase the interest and the learning of learners.
KOSNET is also provided with a CD.
1.1. Pretest
The pretest is used to evaluate your Korean ability prior to the actual learning program and it is
composed of reading, listening, vocabulary,
grammar, and comprehension.

1.2. Preliminary
The preliminary is used to build the basics of
Korean language prior to the actual learning program and teaches the consonants and vowels of
the Korean language, simple pronunciation rules,
and the construction of syllables.
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1.3. Contents of adolescent/adult
There are 20 chapters in the adolescent/adult section. And every chapter has
2~4 units and the formative test is followed after 3 chapters. At the end of the
section, there is a general test.

<Listening>

<Expressions>

<Practice>

<Exercise>
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2. System Requirement
- Flash Shockwave
- Real Player
- Windows 98
Useful Website
- ‘KOSNET’
http://www.kosnet.go.kr
- ‘Novice Korean’ http://korean.sogang.ac.kr
- ‘Teen korean’ http://www.teenkorean.com
- ‘Click Korean’ http://lei.snu.ac.kr
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