Safer Korea with Fingerprint and Face Verification System
for Foreign Visitors
Starting at ports of entry nationwide from Jan 2012

The fingerprint and facial information collecting system, in process as tree-step system initiated from 2010, is about to launch in January 2012. Any foreigners entering Korea must pass the process of collecting the biometrics at entry inspection. The passenger plane and cargo plane crew members, and cruise ship passengers and crew member are exempt from the process until an extra notice released after refining relevant policies including the permission policy for entry for tourism and the infrastructure for entry inspection at ports of entry. Provided, that in case of altered and forged documents such as damaged and improperly obtained passports, the inspecting officer may request the biometrics of the exempt to verify the document.


Criteria for setting the target for providing the Biometrics and the Exempt 
Those who are required for providing the biometrics are any foreign visitors 17 years or older, however, those foreigners under following items are exempt from the biometrics collection:

Regulations on law
A. Those foreign nationals under 17 years old
B. Those foreign nationals and their accompanying family members entering Korea for official duty of foreign governments or international organization
C. Those who designated by the presidential decree as the exempt from providing their fingerprints and face photos for a closer friendship and more vibrant cultural exchange with overseas countries, stronger economic activities and national interest.

Regulations on enforcement ordinance
A. Among the foreigners who fall under any of the following categories, those who are acknowledged by the Minister of Justice necessary for being exempted from providing the biometrics on the request by the heads of central administrative government agencies:
· Those who are former or incumbent heads of state, ministers or equivalent level of high-ranking officials, and want to enter Korea for enhancing mutual national friendship
· Those who are eminent in education, science, culture, art and sports and other fields
· Those who are acknowledged necessary for entering Korea for robust economic activities, such as investment delegations
B. Those who are qualified for A-3 status under the treaty
C. Those who are acknowledged by the Minister of Justice necessary for exempting the obligation to provide the biometrics of fingerprints and face photos given the need for protecting national interest

Entry Inspection Process : Passport Verification Fingerprint Collection  Facial Photo Collection  Entry Inspection Result Recording

Passport Verification The immigration officer puts the foreign visitor’s passport on the MRP reader and reads the MRZ information, in the same ways as the existing entry inspection. In this process, the officer verifies the identity of the passport holder and confirm whether the arrival card is correctly filled out, whether the passport is forged o altered and whether the foreign visitor holds the required type of visa. At this point, those who use wheelchairs or have difficulties providing the biometrics at regular inspection booth will be sent to the interview room for verification.

Fingerprint Collection Under the guidance of the immigration officer, foreign visitors will follow the steps of instruction appeared on the monitor of the integrated fingerprint and face reader. Both index fingers of the person will e scanned and in case that the index fingerprint are not recognizable because of possible finger loss or injuries, the scanning for each hand will be done in the following order. (fingerprint scanning in this order: index finger  thumb  middle finger  ring finger  little finger)
Facial Photo Collection Face photos will be taken, when foreign visitors look straight to the camera placed on the upper side of the integrated biometrics recognition device. In principle, wearing accessories are not allowed such as hats, sunglasses, masks or scarves that could disturb the facial recognition. However, in case of religious purposes, the person wearing chador or scarves may have their photo taken in the interview room.
After this procedure, the fingerprint and facial information is saved in the system database. According to the result from the query, it will be determined whether sending the person to the interview room or permitting the entry. Foreigners with entry permission will get the residence permit and have entry inspection stamped on passport.


Korea Immigration Service
Ministry of Justice
