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Explanation Of Co-Teaching

Courtney Cann (Chungnam Hongju Elementary School)

There really is so much to talk about when it comes to co-teaching and all that it
involves. Thus, we would like to focus our attention on how we operate as co-teachers
outside of the class, during the planning and preparation stages, separately from when

we are actually teaching together.

."7; 1. Planning and Preparation

This may be the most important part of our relationship as co-teachers. Being that we
are two people, with two different teaching philosophies and teaching styles, it is essential
that we take the time to communicate as much as possible outside of the actual teaching
time. Before ever teaching a lesson together, we sit down and collaborate our ideas and
our resource in the lesson planning process, and then decide who will be responsible for
leading each of the activities. Usually, the teacher in charge of leading a particular activity
will also be in charge of preparing the necessary resources for that activity as well. We
both agree that we are a team and it is important to share the workload evenly. Lastly,
we make sure to be open, honest and supportive of each other's ideas and how we can

improve our teaching together and individually.

~ - 2 During the Lesson i
p >l 2 <,

We are lucky in that we teach all the grade 5 and 6 classes together, so we have
been able to develop strong routines, procedures, and behavioural reinforcement strategies

that we use in all of our classes. You can see a few of these in the video. For example,
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we start and end each class in the exact same way as seen in the video and we always
have the lesson’s goal and planned activities written on the board for the students to
refer to. We are both very strong supporters of positive reinforcement as a way to
achieve desired behaviour from our students. One example of this that you can see in
the video is that we use team points as a way to keep students motivated to participate
during class.

One of the biggest benefits of co-teaching is that the opportunities to reach out to
those students who need extra help or more of a challenge is doubled because there is
double the teacher power in the room. As co-teachers, we take this responsibility very
seriously and there are two ways we work to achieve it. First, when one teacher is
leading an activity, the other will often circulate the room to keep students on task and
provide encouragement and assistance to those who need it. Second, while the students
are doing group activities, both teachers will circulate to provide the maximum amount of
assistance possible.

Finally, as you can see in this lesson, we are both firm believers in the power of
learning through games, especially at the elementary level. Therefore, many of our learning
activities are presented in a game format. We don’'t only do this as a way to make
learning English fun; more importantly, it is a way that we can challenge and push the
students, as well as motivate them to help them teach each other, as seen in the Speed
Game activity of this lesson.

Overall, we both feel that co-teaching is by far the most effective way to teach a

second language, especially at the elementary level.

QEPIK
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o=V Lesson Plan
Y ‘v

@ Title (Unit): What Did You Do Last Weekend? (Period: 2/7)
@ School level/Grade: Grade 5

W Lesson Focus: 1) Speaking 2) Listening (secondary focus)
& Objectives

- Students will be able to verbally produce past tense sentences in order to express

what they did in the past.

- Students will be able to understand the relationship between present tense words

and their past tense equivalents.
& Key Expressions

- What did you do last weekend?

- | (past tense verb) --- (ex: | did my homework.)

& Materials: XX} 11 = (Cheonjae) - Frances Sohn textbook and CD Rom; textbook picture

cards (page 213); flash cards; stopwatch; chalkboard

Procedure Details

Presentation: @ GET: Greetings and Review (5 min)

Introduction of = How are you today?
Content and = How’s the weather?
Language = Review: Mind map of past tense words learned from the previous day

KT: Check for past tense comprehension
(Time: 15 min)
@ KT: Motivation (Warm-Up) and Goal (5 min)
= Motivation: Video clip of interviews done with teachers at Hongju
Elementary School.
What did you hear?
Comprehension check questions.
= Students read the lessons goal together in Korean.
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Procedure Details

Presentation:
Introduction of
Content and

@ Activity 1: Look & Say (5 min)
= Whole Class - Listening and Speaking
= Materials: Textbook CD Rom

Language = Rationale: This activity is designed to get the students to recognize the

past tense words and phrases in English conversation and to start using

(Time: 15 min) the past tense words in sentences in a very low-stress scenario - all
together

1) Listening:

= KT: What did you hear?
2) Listen and Repeat:
= GET/KT: Translation of key words and expressions
= GET: Correct pronunciation errors
Practice: @ Activity 2: Snatch Game (10 min)
Students begin = Small Groups - Speaking
to work with = Textbook cards from page 213 and flash cards
language = Rationale: This activity is designed to get the students to start identifying
past tense words with pictures that represent real life scenarios the
(Time: 10 min) students would encounter in their daily lives. The goal is to help the
students gain confidence and fluency in recognizing and speaking past
tense words on their own.

1) KT: Review each target word as a class in association with a
picture.

2) KT/GET: Game demonstration (The students spread the picture
cards face up on their desk. One student in the group says a past
tense word and the others race to snatch that card for one point.
The student with the most points is the winner and gets a stamp).

3) Play the game: KT and GET roam the room and assist teams/students
where necessary.

Production: @ Activity 3: Speed Game (10 min)
Students = Individual Production - Speaking

internalize and
use language

(Time: 10 min)

A EPIK

= Materials: Textbook cards (same as Snatch Game); flashcards (in PPT

format in the video); stopwatch

= Rationale: This final activity is where the students will reach the lessons’

main goal of being able to verbally produce sentences in the past tense.
It is designed to have the students help teach each other (in the
practice phase) in order to have the confidence to produce the
sentences in a high-stress scenario (to simulate real life - high stress -
situations).
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Procedure Details

Production: 1) KT/GET: Review: go over each picture again as a class, this time
Students saying only full past sentences.

internalize and 2) Small Group Practice: allow the students to have time to practice

use language saying the sentences that go with the pictures. The students have

to also think of actions to do as hint for their teammates to guess

(Time: 10 min) which picture card it is. KT and GET roam the room and assist

teams/students where necessary).

3) KT/GET: Game demonstration (One students must say a past
tense sentence based on the hints given by their team mates, who
can see the flashcard held by the KT. Each group gets 1 minute
to get through as many flashcards as possible.

4) Play the game: KT in charge of flashcards, GET in charge of
keeping score and time.

Wrap-up @ Review, Reinforcement, Goodbyes (5 min)
Assessments or = GET: Review past tense words
other work = KT/GET: Possible reinforcements: Class stickers (good behavior and
participation throughout the class), team stickers and individual stamps
(Time: 5 min) (notebook/textbook check)

= KT: Goodbyes: Dismiss groups in order of who had the most team
points to the least.

& Anticipated Problems & Solutions

Students getting off task during group games and practice time a Teachers need to
roam the classroom, use proximity to discourage misbehavior, and assist students
who need extra attention.

Students freezing up in the Speed Game because of the high-stress nature of the

game a have a pass option, have a 'one hint from the teacher' option.
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