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Patrick Mackay (Gangwon Taejang Elementary School)

Recently, my main co-teacher Sue and | held a survey amongst our students to get
their current perspective on English class. There were a variety of questions concerning
their feelings about English, the classroom environment, and of course, their English
teachers —us (should | have been nervous?). One question in particular concerned the
students’ feelings about this whole team-teaching method. We wanted to know if they felt
that being taught by the two of us was actually effective and beneficial. Maybe they felt
that having only a KT was more comfortable? Or perhaps learning solely with the NET
would be more fun? The results completely stunned and amazed me. The students
responded in resounding favour of both the NET and KT teacher - us - teaching together.
They couldn’t imagine their English class without the two of us standing at the front
together. In the students’ eyes, we were a unit, a genuine team. Sue and | had
accomplished a real goal.

This “team” did not come about easily. Sue and | didn’t just decide, “Hey, we're a team
---awesome!” It took a lot of time and effort, patience and understanding. We both had our
own style and approach. We were both accustomed to leading classes. However,
team-teaching requires a certain harmony and rhythm. We both understood this and it's
been the foundation of our team teaching approach. Sue and | decided early on that we
wanted to model a form of team teaching that was as fluid as possible, where we interacted
with each other and the class as a single unit. This would help portray us as equals to
the students and each other. Sue doesn’t treat me a foreigner or assistant in the classroom.
Backgrounds and cultural differences do not shape our relationship. We treat each other
as professionals, as teachers whose primary goal is to educate and encourage our students
to achieve their best (and hopefully have fun doing it). We take time discussing our
lessons and ideas, and share our workload as evenly as possible. Certainly differences
arise (sometimes cultural and sometimes personal) from time to time. However, we

handle these not as KT and NET, but as teachers who simply want to find the best
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solution possible. Because of the way my co-teacher and | treat each other, our students
also treat us as equals. We are both respected and | feel our team teaching approach
has created a genuinely positive and beneficial English classroom.

Co-teaching is not an easy thing to accomplish. Sue and | have tried our best to make
a strong team-teaching model. However, | currently have four different co-teachers, each
with their own personality, perspective, and goals. This means that | have to change my
approach with each of them, and they with me. If any of us try to enforce our own will,
the team-teaching model is immediately broken. Flexibility, patience, and understanding
are integral in team teaching. With some teachers it may take more of the above than
others. However, there will always be something that can be agreed upon with a co-teacher.
That agreement is where you start your foundation. From there, you continue to add to
it brick by brick until you have a solid team-teaching unit. It may never be perfect, but by
diligently trying to work together as a team, the best abilities of both teachers will surface,

and everyone (especially the students) will benefit. And really, that is ever teacher's goal.
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VA Lesson Plan

@ Y
Y b
W Teachers: YoungSuk, Jeong (KT) / Patrick Mackay (GET)
& Title (Unit): Lesson 13. Where is the Bookstore? (Period: 2 / 6)
& School level/Grade: Elementary school / Grade 5
W Lesson Focus: Directions (Speaking and Listening)
& Objectives

- Students will be able to ask for, understand, respond to, and provide simple directions

to various locations.

& Key Expressions: Excuse me, where is the:--? (bookstore, library, bank, etc.), go

straight, keep going, turn left/right, please stop. It's on your left/right.

& Materials: Various ppts, laminated maps for pair work (15), board markers, erasers,

giant map for demonstration purposes, laminated location flash cards.

Procedure Details

@® Warm-up & greeting (NT and KT)

Singing a song "Halloween night" that students learnt last lesson.
Presentation: Greeting : Hello everyone! How are you today?
Introduction of
Content and @ Review & Motivation : Melong Game (NT)

Language Building upon the previous lesson (places and locations), a variety of
location flash cards will be placed on the white board (library, school,
(Time: 8 min) market, etc.) students will take turns asking the question, "Excuse me.

Where is the...?" The teacher will then turn over the selected card to
reveal either a reward (ticket) or a "melong."
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Procedure Details

@ Confirmative of lesson objective (KT)

Objective Students will say and respond how to ask for and give simple direction.
Practice 1: @ Activity 1 : Body Directions (KT) & Demonstration role play (NT)
Students begin to Body Directions
work with Students will practice listening and responding to simple directions using
language their body movement. After a quick review of the target language that
(Time: 5) will be used for the lesson (go straight, keep going, turn left, turn right,
please stop). KT will lead the students to practice key expressions.
Demonstration role play (NT)
Teacher will hand out 4 flash cards amongst students (bank, hospital,
- Dunkin’ Donuts, McDonald’s). NT will then act out a story about getting
Students begin to the desired locations and have the class provide directions using the
il el T target language. Students will be able to see and use the target language
language in a real life application.
(Time: 10) @ Activity 2 : Look & speak (Textbook dialogue, KT, NT)
Students will then complete the Look and Speak (pg 162) portion of the
book to reinforce what they just practiced.
@ Activity 3 : “Excuse me, where is the---” Blindfold Activity (NT, KT)
Production - Students will work in pairs. Each pair will be given a blindfold, laminated
O map, board marker and eraser. Students will RSP to decide who goes
Students

internalize and
use language

(Time: 12)

first. 1st player will put on blindfold and pick a location they want to go
to using the target language (ie, Excuse me, where is the:--?). The 2nd
player will provide verbal directions to the location. If the 1st player can
arrive at the correct place, they will write their name on the place.
Players will then switch roles. The person who has visited the most
places within the allotted time will be the winner.

Closing

(Time: 5)

@ Wrap-up & Closing (KT, NT)

Teacher will present a map showing cryptographic directions. One
student will be selected to be blindfolded and follow the directions given
by the other students. The directions will lead to a treasure box containing
school dollars (which will be given out to each students and be exchanged
for free trade almonds).

Class will then be awarded class points and be excused using the
English closing routine.

(Good Job, Thank you, Have a good. See you later. Goodbye).



& Anticipated Problems & Solutions

- Intro - Body directions: As game can take an indefinite amount of time, allow more
than one winner if time becomes an issue. Before game, clearly review the target
language and have students listen and repeat, as well as demonstrate physically.
Allow a short practice round.

- Blindfold Map activity: Lower level students may have trouble remembering and producing
target language. Issue these students the prior made chapter language help cards
(cards have both pictures and language on them and greatly aid in the comprehension
and production of the language). Teachers will also walk around the classroom to
proctor and assist.

- Wrap Up: As a student will be walking through the classroom blindfolded, numerous
obstacles and dangers exist. Consequently, NT will help guide the student while

directions are given to insure student’s safety.
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